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Farmingville,  NY  –  A t  the  January  24  Town  Board  meeting,
C ounc ilman  Kevin  LaV alle  honored  John  Rago  of  C oram  upon  his
retirement from Suffolk C ounty United V eterans  where he served as
O utreach  C oordinator  for  the  Supportive  Services  for  V eterans
Families  P rogram. Mr. Rago also served as  the Town of Brookhaven
V eterans  Service  O fficer prior to  working for Suffolk  C ounty  United
V eterans .

John is  a  Navy  veteran, serving two years  on ac tive  duty  (1970  to
1972) and s ix years  as  a Naval Reservis t. While on ac tive duty, he
served aboard nuc lear submarines  as  a sonar technic ian aboard the
fleet ballis tic  miss ile submarine U .S.S. Franc is  Scott Key and on the

fas t attack submarine U .S.S. Grayling (SSN 646).

A fter  discharge  from the  Navy, John had  a  40  year career as  an  appliance  service  technic ian  for  Westinghouse,
A mana and General E lec tric  until he retired in 2011. John is  an ac tive member of the U .S. Submarine V eterans  and
the V eterans  of Foreign Wars . He is  currently  the  C ommander of V FW Pos t 400  in Farmingville  and serves  on the
V eterans  A dvisory Board of the towns  of Riverhead and Brookhaven and C ongressman Lee Zeldin.

C ounc ilman Lavalle said, “I t is  an honor for me to recognize John for all he has  done in support of veterans  throughout
the  community  and for his  military  service. A lthough he  is  now retired, I  know that he  will  continue  to be  a  s trong
advocate for veterans  whenever they need him.”
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